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Ul CVM Leads Cooperative Effort 
in Veterinary Computer Education
Instructors at the UI and Purdue work simultaneously on the same PLATO lesson in radiology. Even though 
the instructors are at different locations, Dr. Stephen K. Kneller, UI radiologist, and Dr. William E. Blevins, 
Purdue radiologist, can observe each other’s work and make comments or changes on the PLATO screen.
PLATO, the computer-based education system of 
the University of Illinois, now provides an op­
portunity for interuniversity cooperation in 
veterinary lesson preparation and use.
PLATO, an acronym for programmed logic for 
automatic teaching operation, was developed at the 
University of Illinois and has been a major project at 
the College of Veterinary Medicine since 1970. The 
system provides a model one-to-one student-teacher 
relationship under direction of the teacher. The 
student may study at his own pace and convenience 
or a teacher may assign times to use PLATO. The 
system has both color visual and audio capabilities 
and affords the student problem-solving and 
simulated learning situations. The implementation 
of a touch sensitive capability during the past year 
makes simulations even more realistic. With this 
capability, a student can touch a part of a diagram of 
an animal on the display screen and obtain in­
formation about that part.
With all the improvements made in the past year, 
the most exciting development for the UI staff is the 
increasing interest in a national veterinary medicine 
PLATO network. During the past year, the 
University of Purdue School of Veterinary Medicine 
installed four terminals and their students and in­
structors used the system for more than 1500 hours. 
Four Purdue instructors are writing lessons and 
consulting on other PLATO lessons. In addition, 
instructors and subject matter specialists from 
California, Texas A&M and the Center for Disease 
Control, USPHS have written or evaluated a few 
lessons.
The developmental work at Illinois, supported by 
a National Institutes of Health Special Projects 
Grant, provides a base of lessons which will allow 
other veterinary colleges to obtain experience with 
the PLATO system and determine its capabilities 
with less initial investment in time and funds.
Interuniversity cooperation on the PLATO system 
will allow veterinary colleges to share the strengths 
of their faculties. Using PLATO, instructors at 
different colleges can work together but at their own 
locations to develop programs. An additional
strength of PLATO is that corrections and revisions 
can be made immediately rather than waiting years 
to revise a book.
In addition to introducing the system at Purdue, 
demonstrations were given at the California, 
Mississippi and W ashington State veterinary 
schools. Representatives from a number of 
veterinary schools visited the University of Illinois to 
obtain first-hand information about the system.
The UI College of Veterinary Medicine, under the 
direction of Dr. George M. Grimes (Tex ’43), is a 
pioneer in introducing computer education to 
veterinary medicine. PLATO veterinary lessons 
range from a simple veterinary terminology program 
to highly sophisticated programs in cardiology, 
bacteriology and veterinary diagnosis.
During the 1973-74 school year, 54 lessons were 
available for veterinary students who used the 
system more than 4,300 contact hours. During the 
past school year, more than 100 lessons became 
available and student-contact hours exceeded 
10,000. Students in the veterinary technicians course
at Parkland Junior College in Champaign use some 
of the veterinary lessons, e.g. identification of 
surgical instruments. Courses from the Medical 
Network Library are also available to veterinary 
students and medical students use many of the 
veterinary lessons in basic sciences.
The UI PLATO system supports 1000 terminals; 
33 are available for student and faculty use at the UI 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Terminals com­
municate with the computer by means of telephone 
lines or microwave. Telephonic communication 
made it possible to set up the four terminal Illinois- 
Purdue network and will enable further expansion 
nationwide.
Increased student usage and decreased 
operational costs are making PLATO an 
economically feasible educational tool in veterinary 
medicine. With an ever widening teacher-student 
ratio in veterinary medicine, veterinary colleges may 
extend human capabilities by using nonhuman 
resources. PLATO is better suited to fill this role 
than most other instructional devices.
Dr. Vaylord Ladw Directs 
Large Animal Clinic Staff
New Chief of Staff of the UI Large Animal Clinic 
is Dr. Vaylord D. Ladwig who has been chief of the 
ambulatory service. Former chief Don Lingard has 
accepted a position as head of the Department of 
Veterinary Clinics at Louisiana State University.
Dr. Ladwig came to the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine in 1970 after 
practicing at Sac City, Iowa for 26 years. His 
practice was primarily swine and feeder cattle. For 
the last 12 of those years, he operated his own far- 
jrow-to-finish swine production unit.
A 1943 graduate of Iowa State University College 
of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. Ladwig was in­
strumental in organizing the American Association 
of Swine Practitioners and served as its first 
president in 1969 and 1970. Two years ago, he 
(received the Norden Laboratories Distinguished 
Teaching Award from the senior students.
In addition to his administrative and clinical 
duties, Dr. Ladwig will continue to teach his elective 
bourse in swine medicine to senior students as well 
as field some continuing education /  public service 
assignments in the temporary absence of a swine 
extension specialist.
Students Plan Educational Symposium
Students at the University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine are busy finalizing the program 
for the sixth Veterinary Education Symposium 
sponsored by the national student AVMA. Over 
1000 students from veterinary colleges throughout 
the U.S. are expected for the symposium scheduled 
for April 3-4, 1976.
Theme of the two-day program is “Specialization 
— A Look into the 80’s.” Co-chairpersons for the 
Illinois planning committee are third-year students 
Jane Sharp and Tom Wake.
Last year’s symposium was held at the University 
of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine.
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College Adds 16 New Staff Members
Anderson Brightman Hoffmann Hurley Lents Lerner Lokai Moore
DIANE L. ANDERSON is the college’s new medical 
artist, replacing Susan Habakuk. She attended the 
UI in medical art for three years before trans­
ferring to the UI Medical Center where she 
received her B.S. in medical art this past June.
DR. ALAN H. BRIGHTMAN is a teaching associate in 
veterinary clinical medicine. A 1974 graduate of 
Kansas State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Dr. Brightman will be a resident in 
ophthalmology. Since graduation, he has been an 
intern in small animal medicine and surgery at the 
University of California at Davis. Dr. Brightman 
also has degrees in zoology from the University of 
Kansas and in agriculture from Kansas State. 
Before returning to veterinary studies at KSU in 
1970, he served as an officer in the U.S. Army. 
While a veterinary student, Dr. Brightman was a 
research assistant in the fields of glucose 
metabolism and avian water turnover. He also 
worked as laboratory instructor in histology for 
first year veterinary students, lecturing on the 
histology of the eye.
DR. WALTER E. HOFFMANN is an assistant professor 
of veterinary pathology and hygiene in clinical 
pathology. A 1975 graduate of the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine, Dr. 
Hoffmann also has a BS from the University of 
Tennessee at Martin (1965) and an MS (1968) and 
a PhD (1971) from Southern Illinois University in 
biochemistry with a minor in chemistry. Dr. 
Hoffmann was an instructor in chemistry at 
Tennessee for one year and a teaching assistant 
and preceptor for the SIU Department of 
Chemistry. While a veterinary student at Illinois, 
Dr. Hoffmann was a research assistant in clinical 
pathology. He is currently conducting research on 
various aspects of canine alkaline phosphatase 
isoenzymes, separation and diagnostic value of 
creatine phosphokinase isoenzymes, as well as the 
levels of various lipid constituents in canine 
plasma. In the future, he hopes to research urine 
protein and enzyme levels as an aid to disease 
diagnosis in veterinary medicine.
DR. SARAH SHAPIRO HURLEY, a 1973 graduate of 
the University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine, is a teaching associate in veterinary 
physiology and pharmacology. She will be 
teaching the physiology lab for VPP 315 this fall. 
Immediately after graduation, Dr. Hurley 
practiced with Dr. H.O. Koch at Oswego. More 
recently, she has been working part time as a re­
searcher in the VPP department and as a 
veterinary consultant and wildlife researcher for 
the Illinois Natural History Survey. Dr. Hurley 
received an MS degree in wildlife ecology in 1974 
from the UI. Her research experience includes a 
lead toxicity study and evaluation of substitute 
shot for waterfowl under a grant from Olin- 
Winchester Western Division.
DR. EDWARD F. LENTS, a 1975 graduate of Iowa 
State University, is an intern in veterinary clinical 
medicine. He will be working in food animal 
medicine.
DR. DANA  J. LERNER is a teaching associate in 
veterinary clinical medicine. He will be involved 
in equine medicine and teaching while seeking a 
masters degree in veterinary clinical medicine 
with research in the area of biochemistry. Dr. 
Lerner, a 1970 graduate of the University of 
California School of Veterinary Medicine, has 
been an equine practitioner in California since 
1972. From 1970 until 1972, he was an intern and 
resident in equine medicine and surgery at the 
University of Saskatchewan. Dr. Lerner will be 
conducting research in equine intermediary 
metabolism as related to normal physiological 
states.
DR. MICHAEL D. LOKAI, a native of Urbana, Ohio, is 
an intern in equine medicine and surgery in the 
Large Animal Clinic. He received a BS in dairy 
science from Ohio State in 1969 and his DVM 
from OSU this past June. Before starting his 
veterinary studies, Dr. Lokai worked as an ex­
tension agent in Ohio.
DR. C. EVERETT MOORE JR. is an intern at the Small 
Animal Clinic. He graduated from the University 
of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine this 
past June. Dr. Moore also has AB and MS degrees 
in chemistry from Emory University. After 
graduation from Emory, he was an industrial 
analytical chemist and a teaching assistant at the 
University of Florida.
DR. SUZANNE F. ROUSE is an intern in small animal 
medicine and surgery. Dr. Rouse is a 1975 
graduate of the University of Illinois College of 
V eterinary M edicine. She com pleted her 
preveterinary work as well as the first two years of 
veterinary school at the University of Minnesota 
before transferring to the UI where her husband 
Dr. Glen Rouse is a teaching associate in 
veterinary clinical medicine.
DR. STEPHEN J. SELWAY is assistant professor of 
equine surgery and medicine. He comes to the UI 
from the University of Pennsylvania College of 
Veterinary Medicine where he was a resident in 
equine surgery. A native of Montana, Dr. Selway 
received his DVM in 1972 from Washington State, 
graduating with the highest scholastic average in 
his class. His research includes development of a 
surgical technique for vasectomy of the horse and 
etiology and pathogenesis of two previously 
undescribed hind leg lameness syndromes of the 
horse. His current major research, which he plans 
to continue at the UI, is pathogenesis of tendonitis 
of the flexor tendons of equine and surgical
correction employing a tendon prosthesis and 
artificial tendon sheath.
DR. PAUL A. SHAFFER is an intern in small animal 
medicine. A native of Ohio, Dr. Shaffer received 
his DVM degree from Ohio State University this 
past June.
DR. JOHN T. SILVER is assistant coordinator for the 
college’s PLATO project. A 1975 graduate of the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine, Dr. Silver also has a BS in zoology and 
an MS degree in biology from the UI. Before 
entering veterinary school, he taught high school 
biology in the Chicago area and worked as a re­
search lab technician in the serology section of the 
immunochemistry research laboratory at the 
Evanston Hospital. As a veterinary student, Dr. 
Silver was a teaching assistant in the veterinary 
PLATO project and programmed several courses 
for the system. He plans to conduct research in 
individualized instruction and on the attitudes of 
students using computer instruction while con­
tinuing to program courses.
DR. HEIDI M. SMITH is an intern in small animal 
medicine and surgery. She received her DVM 
from the University of California at Davis this past 
June.
DR. JONATHAN L. STOWATER returns to the UI as
assistant professor of veterinary clinical medicine 
after a brief absence. Dr. Stowater, who left the 
UI a year ago for the University of Missouri is the 
new radiologist. He earned his BS and DVM 
degrees from Colorado State University. After 
graduation in 1971, Dr. Stowater was in small 
animal practice in California. He came to Illinois 
as a radiology resident in the fall of 1972 and 
received an MS in veterinary clinical medicine. 
His research was on the relationship of the canine 
intervertebral disc to the stability of the cervical 
spine.
DR. BONNIE N. WAGHER is a teaching associate in 
parasitology in the department of veterinary 
pathology and hygiene. She received her DVM 
degree this past June from the University of 
Illinois and is working on an MS degree in 
parasitology.
DR. DENNIS W. WILSON is a research associate in 
veterinary physiology and pharmacology. Dr. 
Wilson is a 1975 graduate of the UI; he also has a 
degree in biology and chemistry from Illinois. Dr. 
Wilson was a student assistant in VPP and the 
recipient of an NSF undergraduate fellowship to 
study histochemistry of neurogenic amines in 
invertebrates. Currently, he is conducting 
research with Dr. Larry Hansen on the phar­
macodynamics of environmental contaminants in 
domestic animals.
Rouse Sel way Shaffer Silver Smith Stowater Wagher Wilson
Faculty Depart For New Positions
Published four times annually by the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine for its 
students, faculty, alumni and friends.
Editors: Terry Rathgeber and Joe Irle.
Even as a faculty adds new faces, old faces are 
moving on. Among our departures this summer were 
Dr. Dan Betts (ophthalmologist to Iowa State), Dr. 
R.H. Goodale (anesthesiologist to Holt, Michigan), 
Dr. Monte J. Menhusen (anesthesiologist to 
Chicago), Dr. J.I. Miller (intern to Bonita, 
California), Dr. R. A. W. Rosychuk (intern to 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada), Drs. Jim and Rebecca 
Schmidt (Washington State), Dr. Barrie D. Watson 
(ambulatory clinician to Humane Society in 
Bahamas), Dr. James Lovell (head of VBS resigned 
to start a beef practice and raise cattle at Harrison,
Arkansas), Dr. Donald Lingard (head of clinical 
sciences and director of clinics at Louisiana State), 
Dr. A1 Leman (extension veterinarian to University 
of Minnesota), Dr. Dale Siegel (pharmacology dept, 
to Hoffman-La Roche), Susan Habakuk (medical 
illustrator to Chicago), Dr. Paula Reass, Dr. Donna 
Fellows, Dr. William Jolley and Dr. Dan Mark 
(teaching associate to Knox College — Rush 
Hospital medical school program in Quincy). The 
college appreciates the fine job these people did and 
wishes them well in their new positions.
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Average Starting Salary for 1975 Grads is $14,167





S m a l l  a n im a l  p r a c t ic e 3 0 4 3 $ 1 2 ,0 0 0 -1 9 ,6 0 0 $ 1 5 ,0 2 1 $ 1 3 ,8 6 7
L a r g e  a n im a l  p r a c t ic e 4 6 1 5 ,0 0 0 -2 1 ,0 0 0 1 8 ,0 0 0 1 5 ,0 0 0
M ix e d  a n im a l  p r a c t ic e 11 16 1 2 ,0 0 0 -2 0 ,0 0 0 1 5 ,1 0 0 1 4 ,1 7 7
In t e r n s h ip  /  G r a d  s t u d y 11 16 6 .5 0 0 -1 2 ,0 0 0 9 ,0 3 5 8 ,4 2 5
T e a c h in g  /  R e s e a r c h 4 6 7 ,7 0 0 -1 8 ,0 0 0 1 3 ,3 7 5
M i l i t a r y 2 3 1 9 ,4 0 0 1 9 ,4 0 0 1 6 ,8 0 0
In d u s t r y 1 1.5 1 7 ,8 5 0 1 7 ,8 5 0 1 8 ,0 0 0
S e lf - e m p lo y e d 1 1.5
U n c o m m it t e d 5 7
T O T A L 6 9 1 0 0 $ 6 ,5 0 0 -2 1 ,0 0 0 $ 1 4 ,1 6 7 $ 1 3 ,4 6 8
Table 1: Starting salaries for 1975 University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine graduates.
Average starting salaries for graduates of the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine 
continue to climb as evidenced by this year’s survey 
of the graduating seniors. The overall starting 
average is $14,167 up from $13,468 in 1974 and 
$12,668 in 1972. The average for those entering 
private practice is $15,252 compared to $14,041 in 
1974 and $13,501 in 1973.
The average salary for those entering large animal 
or mixed practice ($15,769) continued to exceed the 
average for small animal practice ($15,021).
Seventy-two seniors (63 men and nine women) 
received their Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
degrees in commencement exercises at the 
University of Illinois May 18. These people were 
surveyed about job plans in early May. Sixty-nine (61 
men and eight women) responded.
The respondents ranged in age from 23 to 32 with 
an average of 25.23 (1974 average: 24.81; 1973 
average: 25.29). Forty-five were married.
In addition to a B.S. in veterinary medicine and a 
D.V.M. degree from the UI, 28 (41 percent) of the 
class held at least one other degree. Seventeen class 
members have a B.S. or B.A. from another 
university, ten have a second B.S. from the UI, three 
have an M.S. from the UI, five have an M.S. from 
another university and one has a PhD from another 
university. In 1974, 35 percent held an additional 
degree, and in 1973, 36 percent held other degrees.
All but four answering the survey had sup­
plemented both knowledge and income with jobs in 
a veterinary-related field before graduation. Around 
a third (25) reported more than one type of ex­
perience. The largest number had worked in either a 
mixed practice, a small animal practice or at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine as salaried help at 
the clinics or as research assistants.
Graduates received an average of 2.03 actual 
“come-to-work” offers apiece. The average of those 
entering mixed and large animal practice was 2.15. 
For small animal practice, the average was 2.31. 
Forty-five 1975 graduates are entering private 
practice — ten of them with a former employer. 
Thirty (43 percent) are specializing in small animal 
practice, four (6 percent) in large animal practice, 
and 11 (16 percent) are entering mixed practice. 
Trends in these statistics include fewer average job 
offers and fewer graduates entering private practice 
although more joined former employers.
Eleven graduates have accepted internships or 
graduate study positions. Four are taking university 
teaching or research positions, two are entering the
military, one accepted an industrial position and one 
reported he would be self-employed. Five of those 
answering the survey were uncommitted when the 
survey was taken.
Thirty-eight (55 percent) of the class will take their 
first job in Illinois. This is a higher percentage than 
in recent years. Those leaving are going to such 
widely scattered states as New York, Michigan, 
Vermont, Wisconsin, Texas, New Jersey, Hawaii, 
M assachusetts, California, Maryland, Florida, 
Colorado, Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, Iowa, 
Nevada, Kentucky and Missouri.
The graduates were asked their reasons for 
leaving Illinois. The largest number (9) said they 
were tired of Illinois and wanted a more desirable 
geographic location. The next largest group (7) said 
they left Illinois to accept internships. Six received a 
better offer or found a better practice or more 
suitable job elsewhere. Two graduates had no choice 
since they were entering the military.
Twenty of the 30 small animal positions accepted 
were in-state. Ten of 15 mixed and large animal 
practitioners remained in Illinois.
Starting salaries for the thirty seniors entering 
small animal practice ranged from $12,000 to 
$19,600 with an average of $15,021 compared to 
$13,867 in 1974. Four seniors plan to specialize in 
large animal practice. One reported his salary as 50
percent of the practice net; average salary for those 
entering practice with another large animal 
veterinarian is $18,000. The 11 graduates entering 
mixed practice received an average of $15,100 with a 
range of $12,000 to $20,000. The 1974 average was 
$14,177.
Those entering internships will average $9,035. 
Starting salary for the graduate entering industry is 
$17,850. Starting salary for the military veterinarians 
is $19,400.
Fringe benefits reported by graduates are: paid 
vacation, 50 (72 percent); educational leave of 
absence, 30 (43 percent); medical and hospital in­
surance, 26 (38 percent); travel expenses, 24 (35 
percent); educational cost sharing, 19 (28 percent); 
life insurance, 16 (23 percent); profit sharing, 12 (17 
percent); paid local, state and /  or national dues, 6 
(9 percent); malpractice insurance, 4 (6 percent); 
housing, 3 (4.5 percent); partnership option, 2 (3 
percent); sick leave, 2 (3 percent); and vehicle and 
equipment expense, 1 (1.5 percent).
When those entering private practice were asked 
what fringe benefits they considered essential, 
respondents listed paid vacation (29), continuing 
education related benefits (20) and insurance (17) 
most often. The only other benefits receiving 
significant mention were: travel expenses (7), profit 
sharing (5), and dues (4).
72 Veterinarians Graduate in UI 1975 Class
In commencement ceremonies May 18 on the UI 
campus, 72 new graduates joined the ranks of 
Illinois’ DVM alumni. AT RIGHT, Dr. V.D. Ladwig 
hoods Dr. Ronald E. GUI. Also hooding graduates 
were Drs. LeRoy G. Biehl, Joseph L. Dorner and 
Eugene E. Musselman. BELOW, Dr. C.W. Smith, 
assistant professor of veterinary clinical medicine, 
was chosen by the senior class to give the graduation 
address. BELOW CENTER, the class valedictorian 
and salutatorian pose with Dean L. Meyer Jones. Dr. 
Charles E. Carmichael (left) received the Carrie 
McGreevy Award as salutatorian and Dr. John J. 
Gattuso (right) received the ISVMA valedictorian 
award. Dr. Gattuso also received the Dr. Sidney 
Marlin Memorial Award for scholarship in the 
Public Health and Food Hygiene course.
Dates
to Remember
October 26 — 6th Annual UI - IDCBA Dog 
Health Symposium, Illini Union. 
Registration: $17. Contact Dr. Jack L. 
Tuttle, 281 Small Animal Clinic, Urbana, 
111. 61801.
December 8-11 — Intraocular Surgery. Taught by 
Drs. Lloyd Helper and W. G. Magrane. 
Registration completed.
April 3-4, 1976 — 6th Annual Student Veterinary 
Education Symposium. Contact Jane 
Sharp or Tom Wake, University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine, Urbana, 
111. 61801.
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College Briefs
Dr. Robert Crandell, senior microbiologist in the 
diagnostic laboratory, presented a paper on 
Pseudorabies in Illinois at the Symposium on 
Pseudorabies held May 27 in Peoria.
o
Dr. Claude Gendreau lectured on orthopedic 
surgery at the annual meeting of the Canadian 
Veterinary Medical Association in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia July 7-9. His co-lecturer was Dr. A.J. Cawley, 
former head of clinics at the UI, who received 
Canadian Veterinarian of the Year honors at the 
meeting.
o
Dr. John Thurmon, chief of the anesthesiology 
section, traveled to Norden Laboratories at Lincoln, 
Nebraska in late August for consultation. Early in 
July, Dr. V.D. Ladwig spoke to Norden researchers 
in Lincoln.
o
Dr. Paul Fitzgerald, professor of veterinary 
pathology and hygiene, presented a paper at the 
annual Society of Protozoologists in early August, 
o
Dr. Lloyd Helper, professor of veterinary clinical 
medicine, visited the Radiobiology Division of the 
School of Aerospace Medicine at Brooks Air Force 
Base in Texas in early August to consult with 
researchers studying the effect of cosmic radiation 
on the eyes of animals. They explored cooperative 
research projects that might be beneficial to the 
college and the government.
o
From July 9-11, Dr. James Conroy, associate 
professor of veterinary pathology and hygiene, 
served as a consultant to the Institute of Com­
parative Medicine at Texas A&M and at Baylor 
College of Veterinary Medicine in Houston. Earlier 
in the year, he presented papers at Louisiana State 
University School of Veterinary Medicine, the 
American Academy of Veterinary Dermatology in 
Cincinnati and at Washington State College of 
Veterinary Medicine.
o
Dr. Jack Tuttle, small animal extension 
veterinarian, is serving on an all-university planning 
committee to develop a conference on mandatory 
continuing education for professionals. The con­
ference is scheduled for Feb. 26 and 27, 1976 at the 
Pick Congress Hotel in Chicago.
o
Dr. James Conroy presented a seminar July 19 for 
the Charles Davis Foundation Educational Program 
at Billings Hospital in Chicago. Dr. Donald Sells 
attended the pathology program.
o
On the culinary front, Dr. Tom Burke, small 
animal clinician, achieved notoriety in a Champaign 
newspaper article about his jam and jelly exploits at 
the county fair. Dr. Burke had 33 entries in the 
culinary division including produce, pickles, jam, 
jellies and other canned produce. He took 11 firsts, 5 
seconds, 5 thirds and 4 fourth places. Among his 
blue ribbons were strawberry jelly, strawberry 
preserves and pineapple marmelade. Dr. Burke also 
competes at the state fair.
o
Dr. Jack Judy, head of clinics, presented a paper 
on the disparity between supply and demand for 
veterinary educators at the Sixth Symposium on 
Veterinary Medical Education in Guelph, Ontario, 
o
Dr. W.M. Newton, lab animal coordinator for the 
UI, presented a paper on training programs in 
laboratory animal science at the Sixth International 
Committee on Laboratory Animals Symposium held 
in conjunction with the Twentieth World Veterinary 
Congress in Thessaloniki, Greece July 8-12. 
o
In his spare time, Dr. Newton works with central 
Illinois Boy Scouts. He was recently re-elected 
president of the Arrowhead Council, which serves 
around 6000 scouts in a four-county area, 
o
Drs. R.D. McQueen and Cheryl Knobloch 
represented the college in a meeting of the 
reorganized Illinois Horse Council May 16. 
o
Dr. Miodrag Ristic, professor of veterinary 
pathology and hygiene, is one of two veterinarians 
who contributed to the most recent edition of 
Bergey’s Manual of Determinative Bacteriology. 
Bergey’s Manual is an internationally accepted 
source book that characterizes and classifies all 
microorganisms.
o
Dr. W.G. Magrane, UI consultant in 
ophthalmology, received the 12th International 
Veterinary Congress Award from the AVMA at the 
convention in Anaheim. The award is given to a 
member who has contributed to international un­
derstanding of veterinary medicine.
Dr. James Leef attended the 12th annual meeting 
of the Society of Cryobiology in Washington, D.C. 
August 11-15.
o
Dr. Richard Bevill, assistant professor of 
veterinary physiology and pharmacology, visited 
Lexington, Kentucky to prepare final contract 
report with subcontractors at the University of 
Kentucky College of Pharmacy. He and his team of 
assistants have been determining the relationships 
between plasma, urine and tissue concentrations of 
sulfonamides at specific times following their ad­
ministration in an attempt to develop a rapid ef­
ficient assay method for the drugs.
o
Dr. Leroy Biehl, large animal clinician, attended 
the Bovine Practitioners’ Nutrition Seminar Sept. 12- 
13 in Chicago.
o
Dr. Lloyd Helper presented a continuing 
education seminar August 13 at the University of 
Chicago for the Chicago VMA. Two days earlier, he 
examined eye research animals at Abbott 
Laboratories in North Chicago.
o
Dr. Tom Burke assisted with the veterinary 
medicine exhibit at the Illinois State Fair August 7-8.
o
Dr. Dale Nelson, large animal clinician, visited 
Norden Laboratories Aug. 29 for surgical con­
sultation.
o
Dr. Robert Crandell attended the regional 
meeting of the North Regional States Research 
Project on Bovine Respiratory Diseases in Madison, 
Wisconsin Sept. 2-4.
o
Radiologist Dr. Stephen Knellar gave a continuing 
education seminar to the Chicago VMA Sept. 10.
o
Dr. C.W. Smith, small animal surgeon, spoke on 
selected surgical topics to the Kankakee VMA 
August 29.
o
Dr. C. A. Carson visited Bogota and Cali, 
Colombia Sept. 9-16 to examine progress on the 
anaplasmosis vaccine being developed by UI 
veterinary researchers, supported by the Rockefeller 
Foundation.
o
Earlier this summer, Dr. Miodrag Ristic served as 
a moderator for the 20th annual World Veterinary 
Congress in Thessaloniki, Greece. He was one of the 
keynote speakers for the Congress’s Symposium on 
Immunology of Animal Diseases Caused by Blood 
Protista. In addition, he and Dr. C. A. Carson 
presented a paper on anaplasmosis.
o
Dr. Roger Link was elected to a 5-year term on the 
Council on Education of the AVMA at the AVMA 
convention in July. Dr. Link will represent the 
Council in the area of postgraduate training. The 
Council, which is the official accrediting agency for 
all colleges of veterinary medicine in North 
America, conducts regular site visits and evaluations 
of veterinary medical schools in the United States 
and Canada.
o
Dr. Miodrag Ristic attended a Rockefeller 
Foundation Conference on Immunoprophylaxis 
against Hemoparasitic Disease at the Rockefeller 
Center in Bellagio, Italy Sept. 10-14. Purpose of the 
conference is to combine all human and veterinary 
knowledge on the development of vaccines for 
world-wide blood diseases. Dr. Ristic is the only 
North American veterinarian among 20 scientists in 
the fields of protozoology and immunology invited 
to attend the conference. Dr. Ristic will discuss find­
ings of the UI research team on blood diseases 
supported by the Rockefeller Foundation.
o
Promotions in rank for the coming school year 
include Dr. Tom Burke to assistant professor. Dr. 
V.D. Ladwig to associate professor and Dr. Robert 
Crandell to professor.
o
Dr. Gary L. Jackson attended the International 
Symposium on Hypothalamus and Endocrine 
Functions Sept. 3-6 in Quebec City, Quebec.
Diamond Awards Presented 
at Student AVMA Banquet
The Diamond Student Service Award was 
presented at the student chapter banquet May 7. Co­
recipients, since the voting ended in a tie, were 
seniors Eugene B. Skelley and Charles E. Car­
michael.
The award is presented annually to the senior 
student whose classmates believe has contributed 
most to the veterinary profession while a student. 
Despite the tie, Skelly and Carmichael each received 
the full award of $100 from Diamond Laboratories.
Field Notes
Dr. Douglas S. Traver, a 1974 graduate of the 
University of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine, is a resident in the University of Missouri 
College of Veterinary Medicine Department of 
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. Since graduation, 
he had been associated with a practice in Joliet, 
o
In late July, George Daigh of the Illinois 4-H 
Foundation reported there were 43 veterinary 
contributions to the Foundation for a total of $335 





The new brochure on application procedures for 
the 1976 veterinary medicine class is now available. 
The college will again use a point ranking system to 
select the class.
Points are allocated in three categories: 1) ob­
jective measures of academic performance, 2) 
personal subjective measures and 3) bonus points. 
Applicants are ranked on a 100 point scale.
Seventy points are allocated in the academic 
performance area. These points are determined by 
examining the grade point averages from official 
college transcripts and from the required Veterinary 
Aptitude Test (VAT) results. The cumulative grade 
point, science grade point, total number of science 
hours and VAT score all account for points.
Thirty points are allocated by the College Ad­
missions Advisory Committee on the basis of in­
formation submitted with the application and letters 
of recommendation (three required). This subjective 
inform ation should indicate the app lican t’s 
knowledge of, motivation toward, and experience 
with the veterinary profession; evidence of 
leadership, initiative and responsibility; animal 
contact and experience; extracurricular factors 
influencing personal growth; and evidence of 
academic accomplishment.
A maximum of seven bonus points is available. 
Two bonus points are given to veterans with one or 
more years of active duty. Up to five bonus points 
may be given to applicants for ancillary factors that 
have influenced academic performance — course 
loads (more for heavy loads); improved trends in 
academic performance (consideration of a poor 
start); and course quality (fulfilling a requirement 
with courses known for greater difficulty receives 
more credit).
Preference is also given to residents of Illinois 
although a limited number of nonresidents with 
superior qualifications may be accepted. These 
nonresidents will usually be from states that have no 
veterinary college or contractual agreement with a 
veterinary college in another state.
To receive a copy of the new brochure, contact 
Dr. Harold S. Bryan, Room 137 at the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine in Urbana, 
111. 61801.
Dr. Bryan urges people to remember that com­
pletion of the minimum academic requirements does 
not guarantee admission to the professional 
curriculum. In fact, there were 500 qualified ap­
plicants in 1975 for 86 openings. Since the college is 
unable to offer admission to all qualified students, 
Dr. Bryan urges preprofessional students to 
structure their programs in order to qualify for a 
bachelor’s degree within the normal four year 
period.
To illustrate the difficulty of admission, consider 
the following statistics on the 1975 class:
Qualified applicants: 500 for 86 spots (28 females 
and 58 males were admitted).
Mean Grade Point Average of Class: 4.69 with a 
range of 4.21 to 5.00.
Mean Number of Preprofessional Hours Com­
pleted: 109.
Mean Science GPA: 4.71.
Mean Science Hours: 57.
Mean VAT Score: 85.
Application materials are available from the 
Office of Admissions and Records, University of 
Illinois, 177 Administration Building, Urbana, 
Illinois 61801 between October 1 and January 15. No 
materials will be mailed out after January 1.
